
 
 

4th Grade Student Essay Contest – “This Place Matters” 
 
For the 2020 Archaeology & Historic Preservation Month, the South Dakota State Historical Society 
sponsored a statewide essay contest for all students in the 4th grade, the year in which South Dakota 
history is taught.  The purpose was to enable students to achieve a better appreciation of their historic 
resources, the stories they tell, and why they should be maintained.   
 
Students were asked to write a 100-400 word essay using this year’s theme of “This Place Matters.”  
It could be about any South Dakota location that is at least 50 years old, why it is a favorite place for 
them, and why it should be saved.  It did not need to be a historic site. 
 
There were 133 entries received. The participants were from 19 schools in 19 towns from across the 
state. Entries were judged on quality of writing, content and theme, and originality of thought.  The 
names of the winners and copies of their essays, as submitted, are below. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 I think the DC Booth Fish Hatchery matters because it helps people learn about different 

histories. They are helping different types of fish grow so they can stock other water bodies. The DC 

Booth Fish Hatchery is a large scale aquarium that is open every day from 9AM to 6PM. They also 

have duck ponds with ducks to feed. To get food for the ducks you can either ask whoever’s running 

the front stand or get some from the machines. You can get a bag for $1! They also have some 

wildlife viewing you can do. You can also mountain bike, hike, or walk! My family always hikes! You 

can prearrange a tour or have a self guided one. My family always takes self guided tours! 

I think it should be preserved because it is a historical site that was established in 1896. Also because 

in my lifetime I’ve been there pretty close to 100 times. My favorite thing there is the duck ponds 

because I love to see the ducks race around to get food. The duck ponds are also fun because in the 

spring time3 all the ducklings race around while playing! I also like the pond with both ducks and fish. 

I also like to have a picnic while watching the ducks play. If you would like to go to the DEC Booth 

Fish Hatchery then go to 423 Hatchery Circle in Spearfish. When I was little we used to live 15 

minutes from Spearfish and would spend most of our time at the fish hatchery. We would have lots 

and lots of picnics. 

 The fish hatchery has special events throughout the year. For example, there is the South 

Dakota Junior Duck Stamp contest and May 16th is Booth Day. They also have historic buildings that 

people will give you tours of, such as the Booth House, Von Bayer Museum, and fisheries rail cars. 

The tours are super fun and stunning. My family has taken the tour a few times. 

The first-place winner was Mathew Jons from 
Buchanan School in Pierre.   
 
Mathew won a $100 cash prize and a one-year 
family membership to the South Dakota State 
Historical Society valued at $50.   

 
Image courtesy of D.C. Booth Historic National Fish Hatchery. 

“The DC Booth Fish Hatchery Matters”  
DC Booth Fish Hatchery in Spearfish 



 These are a few reasons why I think the DC Booth Fish Hatchery is an important place in 

South Dakota’s history. 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grandma Judy, my brother Logan, and I went to the Black Hills last summer. Grandma took us 

to the Mammoth Site in Hot Springs. When we got there we each got a ticket to watch a movie about 

lost mammoths and how they got here. We then went with a lady who took us downstairs to see little 

prints of animal molds, snail fossils in a telescope, and statues of mammoths. They had a cave that 

was made of mammoth bones. We all went up in an elevator to the next floor, where I saw some bear 

skulls and fossils. We saw a paleontologist dusting bones, another paleontologist transferring a fair 

size mammoth and another lady took us into a big pit and there was a lady using a laser to show us 

mammoth bones. 

The reason I chose the Mammoth Site as my favorite historical site in South Dakota is because 

I find it very interesting. I really like to learn about fossils. I actually got to hold and look at tiny fossils 

in a clear glass box. 

There was a computerized fossil activity station that was fun to see myself interact in a 

prehistoric setting. I made myself ride a Rhinoceros and a Tyrannosaurus Rex. There was an exhibit 

where adults were making a large model of Mount Rushmore out of sand. There is an exhibit where 

you can dig for fossils and fake gold nuggets. There also were full size fossils put together and were 

staged as though they were fighting. A guide was teaching us where they lived and died, it was really 

interesting. 

One of my favorite places at the Mammoth Site is their novelty store. There were crystals with 

dinosaur bones inside too. Some had pictures of dinosaurs inside. My grandma bought me pone of 

them that had a picture inside of it. It was a really fun day with my grandma and my brother and I 

would really like to go to the Mammoth Site again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rylann Schuelke from Faith School in Faith took 
second place.   
 
Rylann won a $75 cash prize and a one-year family 
membership to the South Dakota State Historical Society.   
 

 

“Mammoth Site”  
Hot Springs, SD 

Image courtesy of The Mammoth Site. 

Winning third place was 
Braelyn Scott from Wagner 
Community School in Wagner.   
 
Braelyn won a $50 cash prize and 
a one-year family membership to 
the South Dakota State Historical 
Society. 

“Black Hills Caverns”  
Rapid City 

 
Image courtesy of Black Hills Caverns. 



 

 My favorite place in South Dakota is the Black Hill Caverns. It was so cool to me to be able to 

learn about the caverns while exploring this huge cave about four miles deep. It lasted forty-five 

minutes to an hour to go down and back up. They said that it was discovered in 1880 by gold sekers, 

but the Lakota Indians had found strength and power in the crystls centuries befor. It was so cool to 

touch the walls consisting of two different types of lime stone (coymans and manlivs). I think it should 

be protected and peservied. This great underground cave has not just us down there. There are bats, 

mos, and streams down there that should protected. I love nature and science, and there are lots to 

still learn, so lets protect and peserve Black Hills Caverns.  

 

Congratulations Mathew, Rylann, and Braelyn! 
 
 
 


